
 
 
 
 

The History of the Organ at Most Blessed Sacrament 
 
 
The Early Years 
After the original chapel was expanded in size, the organ was commissioned June 5, 1797. John 
Krauss, assisted by his younger brother Andrew, built and installed the organ in St. Paul's chapel in 
1799. 
The organ had one manual (keyboard), a 13-note pedalboard, 10 stops and approximately 500 pipes.  
 
 
The Krauss Family Era – 1800’s Expansions and Modifications 
Fr. Bally, who arrived in 1837, oversaw the completion of the 2nd expansion of the Church by an 
additional 80 feet, and the addition of the double balcony. 
The organ was moved to its current location and was enlarged between 1864 and 1865 by Andrew 
Krauss’ son George. Additions included an 18-note pedalboard, a second manual for a swell division 
with a partially functional expression chamber, bringing 16 stops and 705 pipes. George’s son Edwin 
replaced some of the original pipework and rebuilt the original recessed keydesk to resemble a 
Victorian style projecting console with laterally arranged stop nobs.       
 
 
1900’s Major Problems and Major Alterations 
The first part of the 20th century presented serious challenges to the organ, so various measures 
were taken. Beginning in 1905, various modifications were made to the pipework, and most of the 
original pipework was replaced by pipes of an unknown provenance. Gold paint had been applied to 
the façade pipes, which rendered them permanently damaged and with a distorted sound. Much 
damage to all aspects of the organ was recorded along with many other unadvisable modifications. 
The passage of time brought about further deterioration. 
By the late 1950’s some recommended to the pastor, Fr. Allwein, to replace the pipe organ with an 
electronic organ, as so many other churches had done when facing similar difficulties. Thankfully the 
parish decided to work to keep a real pipe organ playing. 
 
 
1960’s to Present – Hartman-Beaty Era  
In 1962, the Hartman-Beaty Organ Company of New Jersey was selected to conduct the 4th 
comprehensive renovation and expansion of the organ. The swell expression chamber was totally 
removed, and many new pipes replaced the damaged ranks of pipes throughout the organ. Brand 
new façade pipes were imported from Germany to match the look of the original pipework before they 
were painted. When all necessary mechanical replacements were made, the new organ had a total 
number of 16 stops with 868 pipes. In 1975, Mr. Frederick Sponsler, who had taken over 
maintenance of the organ, replaced the pedalboard with a modern style 32-note pedalboard by 
sawing out a piece of the casework and adding mechanical couplers to the action. At some point, a 
closed-circuit TV monitor was cut into the center of the keydesk to enable the organist to see below 
the choir loft and the sanctuary. No other major renovations have been made to date.   
 
 
 
 
 



New Renovation to Keep our Pipe Organ Singing 
Over 60 years after the last renovation, the organ is again in need of a comprehensive renovation. In 
January 2022, a committee of parishioners, advised by professor of music and renowned organist Dr. 
Ina Slater Grapenthin, was convened to study our organ’s history and current condition.The 
committee’s guiding principles prioritized the saving and restoration of the Krauss pipework that still 
remains, as well as improving all aspects of the organ’s function, sound, and usability.  
Learning much from the period after the 1960s’ renovation, the committee also highlighted the need 
for an ongoing maintenance and service contract so that the renovated pipe organ will receive proper 
care. After six months of research and bidding, Patrick J. Murphy and Associates Pipe Organ Builders 
of Stowe, PA has been selected to do the requested work to keep our pipes singing for future 
generations. Thanks to the work of our committed parishioners, the plan is in action to remain one of 
the few Catholic churches in the Diocese of Allentown still using and maintaining an authentic pipe 
organ.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


